Maple Lodge Nature Reserve

Bird Report 2003
Introduction

Maple Lodge Conservation Society was founded in 1984 with the objective of ensuring that the existing reserve continued to provide a safe habitat for wildlife and a pleasant and interesting place for people to visit.

The Society has continued to develop and improve the Reserve with a careful management plan and in partnership with the owners, Thames Water. Our visitors enjoy watching wildlife, so volunteers from among our members have built a number of hides around the Reserve.

The hides allow visitors to enjoy the birds and animals without disturbance.

All our members are encouraged to become involved with conservation work at the Reserve. Our volunteer Conservation Officer runs regular work parties with tasks for all levels of effort. The work party is always pleased to see new recruits.

Members join various social events held in our Clubhouse.

Schools and youth groups are especially welcome to visit the reserve; the Society works with local schools, youth groups and the YOC.

The Society has a regular Open Weekend in May as part of the local Ricky week events.

Maple Lodge Nature Reserve is 40 acres of mixed habitat based around disused gravel workings. It is owned by Thames Water Utilities who lease it to the volunteer members of the Maple Lodge Conservation Society.

From the Clubhouse hide there is a view over the lake. During the winter the feeding site attracts a wide variety of birds and animals. A strategically placed perch provides the Kingfisher with a good fishing site.

The Plantation area has been replanted with native trees, such as Oak, Alder and Ash. The new trees replaced and old stand of Poplars, felled some years ago.

The Alder cones attract mixed flocks of Siskin, Blue and Great Tits and Redpoll. The mature trees and hedges provide nest sites for many common birds.

The Paddock is carefully managed and is only cut twice a year. During the summer it is a haven for flowers, butterflies and warblers.

We have created a Wildflower Meadow in an area contained within a Rabbit proof fence. This area attracts large numbers of Insects and Butterflies including the wonderful Marbled White.

Two Lakes with varying cover support breeding wildfowl including Gadwall, Pochard, Little Grebe and Tufted Duck. If we do not keep the vegetation under control, the number of species on the reserve would decline. The lakes would eventually disappear under the willow scrub and reed mace and there would be no place for the waterfowl to live and breed.

The Long Hedge contains an interesting mixture of trees and shrubs; most of them have flowers to attract insects and butterflies, followed by berries for wintering birds. Replacement trees and shrubs must be planted when older specimens die or are felled by strong winds. The trees, shrubs and flowers must be native species and provide food for birds or insects. Nettles may be painful for people but they are valuable food plant for insects and caterpillars.

There are several hides, two with wheelchair access, around the reserve so that members and visitors can observe wildlife without disturbance. All the hides have been built by volunteers from the Society who work hard to maintain the Reserve. Seats and benches are also sited around the Reserve so that visitors can pause and enjoy the peace and quiet.

Our Clubhouse has toilet facilities with disabled access.
Systematic List

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Resident. Bred. 

Breeding records were down this year in respect to previous years with at least 2 pairs confirmed to have bred. The first confirmation of breeding was on the 18th August when a pair were seen with a single juvenile.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	6
	8
	7
	14
	8
	4
	2
	3


Great‑crested Grebe Podiceps Cristatus
 Resident. Bred. 

A single pair were present on the reserve from the 23rd March and were seen most days throughout the breeding season. Breeding was confirmed on the 12th August when at least 4 young were noted. Due to the dry summer and dropping water levels it is debatable whether these birds survived to fledge and by September there were no birds noted on the reserve. Breeding was also confirmed at Lynsters Gravel Pit where on the 14th August a pair were seen with 4 young, viewed from the Paddock Hide. 

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	0
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0


Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Primarily a winter visitor with juvenile and non‑breeding birds present throughout the summer.

On the 11th April a French colour ringed bird was noted on the Club House Lake.

This bird originated from the tree nesting colony at Lac de Grand‑Lieu in Loire Atlantique SW of Nantes. Birds from this area are regularly seen on the reserve. Look for a red and a yellow ring present on the left leg with a metal ring on the right. Sometimes a black ring may also be visible. On the 9th May a maximum count of 7 birds were noted on the reserve.

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	3
	1
	1
	1
	6
	3
	3
	1


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Resident.

Bred nearby at the heronries at Stockers Lake and Broadwater G.P.

Post breeding birds and juveniles were noted feeding on the reserve during the summer months. A maximum count of 8 birds were noted on the 21st July.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	3
	1
	1
	5
	4
	1
	1
	2


Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Uncommon Resident.

On the 9th March 2 birds were noted in flight over the reserve heading towards their roost site at Broadwater G.P. On the 2nd April a single bird was viewed as it flew over the reserve heading north in the early afternoon. The last record of the year was of a single bird noted feeding on the flooded field opposite the Club House in the late afternoon of the 22nd June. This species is now regularly seen in the area with a roost site at Broadwater G.P. used most nights. During the day most of these birds move out to feed in the Chess Valley.

Mute Swan Cygnus olor
Resident.

A pair were present on the reserve throughout the year and attempted to breed on the marsh. Unfortunately the clutch did not hatch and was eventually raided by a Fox.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2


Black Swan Cygnus atratus
Australian Species. All records relate to birds of captive origin.

On the 17th October a single bird was noted on Lynsters GP (viewed from the Paddock Hide) and remained to the years end.

Greylag Goose Anser anser
Resident. Bred. 

At least 2 pairs remained on the reserve throughout the breeding season and may have bred. On Lynsters Farm breeding was confirmed on the 7th May when a pair were noted with a single gosling.

Monthly Max ‑ Maple Lodge Nature Reserve

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	0
	0
	4
	26
	0
	0
	0
	0


Monthly Max ‑ Lynsters Farm

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	17
	24
	13
	24
	0
	0
	100
	50


Canada Goose Branta canadensis
Resident. Bred. 

The first breeding record was noted on the 4th May when a pair with 6 goslings were seen from the Rotunda Hide. At least 4 pairs bred on the reserve this year. Breeding was also confirmed on Lynsters Farm where on the 5th May a pair were seen with 4 goslings.
Month Max ‑ Maple Lodge Nature Reserve
_

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	0
	59
	2
	15
	14
	2
	3
	0


Monthly Max -,Lynsters Farm


_

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	0
	72
	110
	0
	47
	4
	6
	64


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
Rare winter visitor. 

A single bird of captive origin was first noted on Lynsters Farm on the 1st March. The bird remained in the area throughout much of the year and visited the reserve on the 4th April.

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus
Rare visitor, becoming commoner. 

The first record of the year was of a single bird present on Lynsters Farm on the 4th January. Thereafter birds were noted every month with a peak count of 7 birds seen on the 23rd August. On the 26th April 2 birds were present on the Cricket Pitch and these visited the reserve between the 9th and 14th May. Throughout December 6 birds were regularly seen on Lynsters Farm.

Hybrid Canada/Greylag Goose

A single bird was present on Lynsters Farm on the 13th March and showed characteristics of both species.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Uncommon visitor. 

A single bird was present on the flooded field opposite the Club House on the 10th April. On the 28th May a pair were seen on the flooded field.

Wigeon Anas penelope
Winter visitor. 

During the first winter period 2 birds were seen on the reserve on the 4th January. On the 9th March 10 birds were seen on Lynsters Farm. The second winter period produced higher numbers with 30 noted on Lynsters Farm on the 18th December and 15 on the reserve on the 27th December.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	7
	15


Gadwall Anas strepera
Primarily a winter visitor with birds present throughout much of the year. Bred. The first breeding record was noted on the 13th June when a duck was seen with a brood of 5. Another brood of 2 was seen on the 19th July. A Maximum count of 160 birds were noted on the 2nd July.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	9
	13
	11
	17
	7
	5
	4
	16


Teal Anas crecca
Primarily a winter visitor with the odd bird or two present during the summer. A maximum count of 70 birds were noted on the reserve on the 11th November.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	30
	43
	31
	44
	60
	50
	70
	22


Garganey Anas querquedula
Primarily a summer visitor. A female bird was first noted on the reserve on the 28th August. On the 10th September a male bird sporting eclipse plumage was seen and the following day both birds were noted together. The last sighting was of the female bird on the 28th September.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Resident. Bred. 

The first breeding record was noted on the 15th April when a duck was seen with a brood of 10 ducklings on the flooded field opposite the Club House. At least 13 more broods were hatched indicating a very successful year for this species. On the 10th of June a duck was seen with a brood of 3 very young Ruddy Duck ducklings. An unusual sighting the duck defended the young as her own.
Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	13
	21
	19
	31
	18
	17
	7
	10


Pintail Anas acuta
Uncommon winter visitor. 

A duck arrived on the reserve on the 23rd October and remained until the 28th October when it was last seen.

Shoveler Duck Anas clypeata 

Primarily a winter visitor with the occasional bird present during the summer. The second winter period produced the highest count with 28 birds noted on the 2nd October.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	2
	2
	12
	12
	26
	28
	8
	9


Pochard Aythya ferina
Primarily a winter visitor but present all year. Bred. 

Breeding was first noted on the 15th July when a duck was seen with a brood of 2 ducklings. On the 8th August another brood of 2 ducklings was discovered.
Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	6
	13
	10
	13
	2
	1
	1
	1


Rosybill Netta peposaca
South American species. All records refer to birds of captive origin. 

On the 29th April 2 immature drakes visited the reserve for a very short period and were viewed from the Sanctuary Hide.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Primarily a winter visitor but present all year. Bred. 

At least 3 broods were hatched this year with the first breeding record noted on the 14th June, a duck present with 2 ducklings on the Club House Lake.
Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	20
	22
	35
	31
	8
	6
	6
	4


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis
Resident and winter visitor. Bred.

The only breeding record was the unusual sighting of a duck Mallard present with 3 Ruddy Duck young on the 10th June. Birds were regularly seen throughout the breeding period. A Maximum count of 7 were noted on the 15th April and the 4th May.
Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	4
	5
	4
	7
	6
	2
	0
	0


Buzzard Buteo buteo
Uncommon Resident. 

On the afternoon of the 7th of April 2 birds were seen in flight over the reserve. On the 19th of April a single bird flew over the reserve and was seen to hover for a very short time before continuing on its way.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Resident. Possibly bred.

Birds were regularly seen throughout the year and possibly bred on the reserve. On the 10th of May a bird was seen carrying a young Coot opposite the Shell Hide.

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Resident. Possibly bred.

Regularly seen on the reserve with birds noted most days.

On the 4th of April a female bird was seen at rest on top of the newly erected Owl box above the flower meadow. On the 7th of June a female bird was noted with prey.

Hobby Falco subbuteo
Summer visitor and passage migrant. Possibly bred.

The first record for the year was of 3 birds noted hunting above the flooded field on the 7th May. There were several other records of single birds hunting above the reserve throughout the year. On the 30th and 31st of August 2 birds were seen hunting above the paddock.

Peregrine Falco peregrines
Rare visitor. 

On December the 11th a juvenile bird was seen as it killed a Moorhen on the Cricket Pitch.

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Resident. Possibly bred. 

A species commonly seen on the reserve. On the 14th of February a maximum count of 6 birds were seen.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Primarily a winter visitor but has bred in the past. Single birds were noted during both winter periods. There was a summer record of a single bird on the 28th August.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Resident. Bred. 

There were at least 2 breeding records with the first noted on the 10th June.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	76
	97
	51
	34
	28
	30
	55
	52


Coot Fulica atra
Resident. Bred. 

A good breeding year with at least 11 broods of young hatched. The first breeding record was noted on April the 29th, a pair with 3 young on the Club House Lake.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	18
	11
	15
	30
	45
	56
	33
	42


Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Summer visitor and passage migrant. 

There was just the one record of a single bird present on the flooded field on April the 28th.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
Resident and winter visitor. 

Birds were regularly seen on the flooded field opposite the Club House throughout the year. A maximum count of 30 birds were noted on the 15th of June. On the 7th of July a total of 63 birds were noted on the marsh in front of the Sanctuary Hide.

Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant. A very good year for this species with over 70 records noted. Birds were regularly seen throughout the year on the flooded field, cricket pitch and the reserve. A maximum count of 9 birds were noted on the reserve on the 18th of March.

Monthly Max

	January
	February
	March
	April
	September
	October
	November
	December

	6
	3
	9
	8
	3
	5
	2
	0


Redshank Tringa totanus
Passage migrant. 

A single bird was noted on the flooded field opposite the Club House on the 26th June.

Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Passage migrant. 

On the 6th August 3 birds were seen on the marsh in front of the Rotunda Hide.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Passage migrant and occasional winter visitor.

The first bird of the year was noted on the flooded field on the 29th March.

Birds were regularly seen here throughout the year with a maximum count of 4 noted on June 26th & 27th and July 8th. On July the 26th a maximum count of 4 birds were present on the marsh in front of the Rotunda Hide. It was from here that the last record was noted, a single bird on November the 6th.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Passage migrant.

The first bird for the year was seen on the marsh in front of the Rotunda Hide on the 12th August and remained to the end of the month. A maximum count of 2 birds were present on the reserve on the 10th September.

Little Gull Larus minutus
Passage migrant.

An adult bird sporting winter plumage was first noted on the 2nd September in front of the Rotunda Hide. Thereafter seen most days usually accompanying the Black-headed Gull flock that frequented the reserve most afternoons. The last sighting was noted on the 2nd October.

Black‑headed Gull Larus ridibundus
Primarily a winter visitor.

Regularly seen during the winter months with birds noted in flight over the reserve most days. The last bird for the first winter period departed the reserve on the 14th April. The first returning birds were noted on the 18th June when a total of 18 were seen. A Maximum count of 110 birds were seen on the 22nd September.

Common Gull Larus canus
Winter visitor. 

During both winter periods single birds were regularly seen in flight overhead. On the 29th January 2 birds were seen in flight over the reserve.

Lesser‑black‑backed Gull Larus fuscus
Winter visitor and passage migrant. 

Birds regularly seen in flight over the reserve throughout the winter periods. On the 11th April a single bird was noted flying over the flooded field.

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Winter visitor and passage migrant. 

Regularly seen in flight over the reserve during the winter months. On the 19th December a total of 10 birds were noted on Lynsters Farm.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Summer visitor. Bred. 

The first record for the year was noted on the 18th April, a single bird in flight over the reserve. On the 30th April 3 birds were present on the Tern raft in front of the Shell Hide. On the 24th May a pair had also taken up residence on the raft in front of the Club House. On the 12th July 4 young were noted on the Shell Hide raft and 2 young were present on the Club House raft. By the 31st July all the young had fledged.

Feral Rock Dove Columba livia
Resident. Possibly bred. 

Birds were regularly seen in flight over the reserve throughout the year. At Lynsters Farm a pair were noted on the barn on the 14th March and may have bred.

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Resident. Bred. 

A common species with birds seen most days. On the 14th April a pair were noted in the Long Hedge and almost certainly bred. Another pair were noted in a nest box in Alders opposite the Shell Hide. Larger numbers were noted feeding on Lynsters Farm throughout the year with a maximum count of 110 birds seen on the 15th April.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
Resident. Probably bred.

Another common species seen on the reserve with birds noted most days.

At least one pair were noted in the long hedge throughout the breeding season and probably bred.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Resident. bred.

Noted in flight over the reserve throughout the year. A Pair bred just off the reserve at Maple Lodge Close. On the 18th August 18 birds were seen on Lynsters Farm.

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur
Uncommon summer visitor. 

A pair were noted on the muddy field near the Shell Hide on the 25th April.

Ring‑necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri
Rare visitor.

This exotic species is a rare and irregular visitor to the reserve with most birds seen in flight overhead. On the 12th October a single bird was noted heading north over the reserve calling as it went.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Summer visitor. Possibly bred.

The first bird of the year was noted calling near the reed beds opposite the Sanctuary Hide on the 25th April. On the 3rd May a bird was seen perched on top of the cricket practice nets opposite the Club House. On the 29th June a juvenile bird was seen on the perimeter fence of the flooded field. The last sighting was of a single bird noted on the 30th August.

Barn Owl Tyto alba
Resident, probably bred.

Throughout the first winter period a single bird was regularly seen hunting the flooded field and was first noted on the 23rd January. On the 2nd February a bird was seen entering the nest box over the flower meadow opposite the Long Hedge.

There were no summer sightings probably due to the birds using a different nesting site from last year. During the second winter period there was a single sighting of a bird flying into the reserve on the 1st December.

Tawny Owl Strix aluco
Resident. bred.

A single bird was first noted in the nest box on the 2nd March.

On the 13th of April 2 adult birds were seen in the nest box. On the 19th April 2 young owlet's were seen peering through the entrance to the nest box. On the 4th April a single owlet had left the nest box and was noted among the Ivy. Shortly afterwards both owlet's disappeared and their survival was uncertain at the time.

On the 9th May 2 immature birds were noted flying in the Long Hedge and were almost certainly the young from the nest box.

Swift Apus apus
Summer visitor. The first bird of the year was noted in flight over the Teal Hide on the 21st April. On the 21st May 12 birds were seen feeding on insects above the reserve.

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis Resident. Bred.

Regularly seen around the reserve with birds noted most days.

A pair again nested at the north end of the reserve and on the 30th July an adult was seen feeding a juvenile.

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Resident, Bred.

A fairly common species seen regularly on the reserve.

A pair were seen leaving a nest site opposite the Teal Hide and almost certainly bred.

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major
Resident, bred.

A common species seen most days. At least 2 pairs were noted at separate nesting sites in the flooded Alder plantation and Long Hedge. On the 8th June a pair were noted with an immature.

Lesser spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor
Occasional visitor to the reserve and rare breeder.

There were five records this year of this elusive species with the first bird seen on the 12th March. On the 13th June a single bird was chased away from the Alders opposite the Club House by an adult Great‑spotted Woodpecker.

Skylark Alauda arvensis
Resident at Woodoaks Farm with the occasional bird seen flying over the reserve.

There was a single record of a male bird seen displaying over the flooded field on the 4th April.

Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Summer visitor.

The first record of the year was of 2 birds noted flying over the Club House heading south/east on the 13th March. Single birds were also noted over throughout summer but this species in under recorded at the reserve.

Swallow Hirundo rustica
Summer visitor.

A total of 6 Hirundines were noted over the reserve on the 3rd April and were suspected to be of this species. The first positive sighting was of 2 birds over the Sanctuary Hide on the 19th April. On the 3rd October c50 birds were seen feeding over the reserve for a short period before moving on.

House Martin Delichon urbica
Summer visitor.

A disappointing year with the first bird not noted until the 25th July. This species was obviously under recorded this year. The only other record was of several birds feeding on insects above the reserve on the 22nd September.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis
Occasional visitor. 

The only record was of a single bird noted on Lynsters Farm on the 6th April.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
Summer visitor.

The first bird for the year was noted on Lynsters Farm with the resident Pied Wagtails on the 21st April. On the 3rd May a single bird was present on the flooded field.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
Resident, Possibly bred.

This species was regularly seen on the reserve throughout the year. On the 2nd April a pair were noted at the Sluice. Thereafter single birds were regularly seen feeding near the sluice and possibly bred nearby.

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba
Resident.

A common species regularly seen on the reserve most days. Possibly bred nearby. On the 7th February 19 birds were noted on the cricket pitch. On the 9th March a maximum count of 31 birds were present on the cricket pitch. On Lynsters Farm 7 birds were seen on the 14th March.

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Resident. Bred. 

A common species seen regularly on the reserve. On the 7th April a total of 8 singing males were noted holding territory. On the 14th April a pair were seen building a nest opposite the main reed bed.

Dunnock Prunella modularis
Resident. Bred. 

A common species with birds seen on the reserve most days. On the 7th of April 6 singing males were noted holding territory. At the Long Hedge a bird was noted with nest material on the 14th April.

Robin Erithacus rubecula
Resident. Bred. 

Another common species seen regularly most days. On the 6th of April 4 singing males were noted holding territory.

Blackbird Turdus merula
Resident. Bred. 

A common breeding species regularly seen on the reserve.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Winter visitor.

The first winter period produced a maximum count of 150 birds noted on the 8th February. Autumn passage was first noted on the 14th October when 2 birds were seen in the old oak opposite the Long Hedge.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Resident, probably Bred.

Another common species on the reserve with birds recorded throughout the breeding season. On the 6th April a pair were noted displaying in the Long Hedge.

Redwing Turdus ifacus
Winter visitor.

Throughout the first winter period birds were regularly seen in flight over the reserve. The last remaining birds were noted on the 14th April when a pair were flushed from the Alder plantation. Autumn passage was first noted on the 5th October when a single bird was seen in flight over the reserve.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Resident and winter visitor. Bred. 

On the 12th January 4 birds were noted feeding on the cricket pitch. On the 18th March a pair were noted defending a nest from marauding Magpies. On the 25th September a maximum count of 5 birds were seen feeding on the cricket pitch.

Sedge Warbler Locustella naevia
Summer visitor. Bred.

The first arrival was heard calling from the Long Hedge on the 29th April.

On the 17th May 3 male birds were heard calling from the flooded field and remained throughout the breeding season.

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Summer visitor. Bred.

The first record for the year was of 2 birds noted in the main reed bed on the 29th March. At least 2 pairs remained here throughout the breeding season and almost certainly bred.

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
Summer Visitor. Possibly bred.

A singing male was first discovered at Maple Lodge Farm on the 26h April and remained in the area throughout the summer.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
Summer visitor. Possibly bred. 

The first record of the year was of 3 birds noted on the reserve on the 30th April. Thereafter single birds were regularly seen throughout the breeding period.

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Summer visitor. Probably bred.

The first bird for the year was noted singing at the Long Hedge on the 24th March. On the 4th April 2 singing male birds were present in the paddock and on the 30th April 5 singing males were noted in the Long Hedge. Birds were regularly seen throughout the breeding period and almost certainly bred.

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
Summer visitor. Probably bred.

The first record for the year was of 2 singing male birds on the 13th March. By the 4th April a total of 4 singing male birds were present on the reserve. Thereafter single birds were regularly noted throughout the breeding period and probably bred. On the 3rd October 4 birds were noted on the reserve with a single bird remaining to the 7th October.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Summer Visitor. Possibly bred.

The first record of the year was of a singing male bird present in the Paddock on the 14th April. Thereafter single birds were irregularly seen throughout the breeding period and may have bred. On the 27th September a single bird was noted on the reserve and this was the last record for the year.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus
Resident. Bred.

A common species regularly seen on the reserve throughout the year.

On the 11th April a pair were seen entering and leaving a nest site in an Ivy covered tree at the north end of the reserve.

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus
Rare passage migrant and winter visitor. 

On the morning of the 1st March 2 birds were noted in Alders above the Clubhouse present with the resident Goldcrests. These birds showed well once located but could disappear suddenly before returning a few minutes later.

Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus
Rare winter visitor and passage migrant. 

On the morning of the 15th March a single bird was noted feeding among the reeds in front of the Foulkes Hide and was viewed by several very fortunate individuals.

Long‑tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus
Resident. Bred. 

A common species with birds usually seen on most visits to the reserve. On the 7th April an adult bird was noted with nest material at the Long Hedge. On the 29th December a feeding party of 12 birds were noted.

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus
Resident. Bred. 

A common species regularly seen on the reserve. At least 2 pairs bred in the Alder Plantation with another pair attempting to build a nest inside the Sanctuary Hide. During the winter months birds were regularly seen at the feeding station.

Great Tit Parus major
Resident. Bred A common species regularly seen on the reserve. At least 1 pair bred on the reserve choosing to use a nest box in the Alder Plantation. On the 29th December a total of 7 birds were noted at the feeding station.

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Resident. Bred. 

Another common species regularly seen on the reserve. On the 17th April a pair were seen at a possible nest site near the Foulkes Hide.

Jay Garrulus glandarius
Resident. Possibly bred. 

A pair were regularly seen in the paddock and possibly bred nearby. On the 19th April a party of 5 birds were noted in Alders opposite the Teal Hide.

Magpie Pica pica
Resident. Bred.

A common species regularly seen on the reserve. On the 11th April a pair were noted at a nest near the Clubhouse. On the 29th January a party of 14 birds were seen.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Occasionally recorded flying over the reserve with larger numbers noted on Lynsters Farm. During the first winter period a maximum count of 39 birds were noted at Lynsters Farm on the 8th January. The second winter period produced a higher maximum count of 56 birds on the 24th November at Lynsters Farm.

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Occasionally recorded flying over the reserve mainly during the winter months.

On the 9th May a maximum count of 7 birds were noted on Lynsters Farm with a mixed flock of Jackdaw and Carrion Crow.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Resident. Bred.

On the 2nd April a pair were noted at a nest in Poplars above the Teal Hide and successfully raised at least 2 young. On the 4th May a maximum count of 20 birds were noted at Lynsters Farm.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Resident. Bred.

Throughout April 3 pairs were discovered at nest sites in the flooded Alder Plantation, the Paddock and the Long Hedge and all successfully raised young.

On the 10th May 32 birds were noted on the Cricket Pitch. A maximum count of 50 birds were noted roosting on the reserve on the 8th February.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Resident. Bred. 

An irregular visitor to the reserve with single birds noted at the Long Hedge throughout the year. Breeding was confirmed just north of the reserve at Maple Lodge Close and Maple Lodge Farm.

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Resident. Bred. 

A common species regularly noted on the reserve. On the 11th April a female bird was seen with nest material. During the winter months birds were regularly seen at the feeding station and Lynsters Farm.

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
Resident. Possibly bred. 

An irregular visitor to the reserve with small numbers seen throughout the year. On the 7th April a displaying male bird was noted just north of the reserve at Maple Lodge Farm and possibly bred nearby.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Resident, possibly bred. 

On the 7th April a pair were noted in flight over the Cricket Pitch. On the 6th December a maximum count of 25 birds were seen near the entrance to the Clubhouse.

Siskin Carduelis spinus
Winter visitor. 

The first winter period produced a maximum count of 300+ birds noted on the 1st January. Counts of 100+ birds were noted on the 8th January, 8th February and 24th December.

Linnet Carduelis cannabina
Uncommon resident. 

The only record reported was of a pair noted just off the reserve at Maple Lodge Farm on the 17th April.

Redpoll Carduelis flammea
Winter visitor. 

On the 20th November 3 birds were seen in the Long Hedge. Single birds were noted in the Alder Plantation on the 19th and 22nd December.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Resident. Possibly bred. 

On the 6th April a pair were first noted at the Long Hedge and were regularly seen throughout April. On the 5th September an immature bird was noted in the Long Hedge. A Maximum count of 8 birds were noted in the Long Hedge on the 16th September. On the 1st November 6 birds were present in the Long Hedge.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Resident bred. 

A pair were noted at the main reed bed in front of the Foulkes Hide on the 18th March and almost certainly bred. On the 7th April a female bird was noted in the Long Hedge.

