Maple Lodge Nature Reserve

Bird Report 2001

Systematic List

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

Resident. Bred. 

A good breeding year with at least six broods hatched. The first breeding record was of an adult bird seen with food for young entering and leaving the main reed bed on several occasions on the 24th May, viewed from the Teal hide. 
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Great‑crested Grebe Podiceps Cristatus

Resident. Bred.

A pair were present on the reserve for most of the year and hatched a total of 3

broods with at least two young successfully fledged.
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Cormorant phalacrocorax carbo

Primarily a winter visitor with juvenile and non‑breeding birds present throughout the summer. There were several records throughout the year of a colour ringed bird, Left/Red/Yellow. This bird originated from the Lac de Grand‑Lieu tree nesting colony in Loire Atlantique, France. This is a large lake situated to the south‑west of Nantes, some 450km from Maple Lodge Nature Reserve.
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Bittern Botaurus stellaris

Rare winter visitor. 
A single wintering bird was first viewed at the main reed bed on 6th January. The following day, at 12 noon, the bird was again seen at the main reed bed as it crossed an opening in the reeds before disappearing back into the reeds. The last sighting was on 15th January where it was seen emerging from the main reed bed in the late afternoon. It then sat and preened for about ten minutes before flying off in the direction of Springwell reed bed.
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Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Resident. 

Birds were present throughout the year. There was a marked increase during April and May due to recently fledged birds from the breeding colonies at Stockers Lake and Broadwater GP using the reserve to feed. There was an interesting record of one bird taking a Mallard duckling on the 30th April. 
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Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Resident. Bred. 

A single pair successfully hatched seven cygnets but by the 9th August one cygnet had been found dead and another was later seen looking rather ill. At around this time it was noted that the adult birds had disappeared from the reserve and by the beginning of September all the birds had disappeared from the reserve. 
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White‑fronted Goose Anser albifrons

Rare winter visitor. 

A single bird of captive origin was present on Lynsters Farm from the 14th January and was usually viewed from the Paddock Hide. It was seen most days up until the 20th June when it was last seen.

Greylag Goose Anser anser

Resident. Bred. 

Usually found on Lynsters Farm with the odd bird or two visiting the reserve. The first breeding record was of a pair with 6 goslings present on the reserve on May 4th. 0n May 15th a pair were seen with 5 goslings on Lynsters Farm.
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Resident. Bred. 

Large numbers usually found on Lynsters Farm with smaller numbers visiting the reserve. Breeding was first noted on 27th April involving a pair with at least 6 goslings present behind the Pumping Station, viewed by the work party. A total of 5 pairs successfully hatched young on the reserve and on 9th June a total of 14 adults and 20 juveniles were seen on the Cricket Pitch. On May 15th a pair were present with goslings on Lynsters Farm.
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Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Rare winter visitor. 

2 birds of captive origin was present on Lynsters Farm on 6th May.

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus

Rare visitor. 

A single bird was present on Lynsters Farm from the 16th April to the 5th May.

Hybrid Canada/Greylag Goose

A single bird was present on Lynsters Farm on 4th May.

Wigeon Anas penelope

Winter visitor. The first record was of 3 birds present on Lynsters Farm on 17th February with a pair remaining until 27th April. A pair were present on the reserve on April 30th with a single bird remaining until May 2nd. A single bird was also noted on the flooded field on 11th October.
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Gadwall Anas strepera

Primarily a winter visitor with birds present throughout much of the year. Bred. The first breeding record was on 27th April involving a pair present with 6

ducklings. A total of 6 pairs bred on the reserve with the last brood recorded on 2nd July.

Monthly Max

_

‑_

January
February
March
April
September
October
November
December

2
22
47
55
7
2
4
1

Teal Anas crecca

Primarily a winter visitor with the odd bird or two present during the summer. At least one pair remained on the reserve throughout the breeding period but there were no indications of any breeding attempts.
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Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Resident. Bred. 

A good breeding year with at least 14 broods hatched. The first breeding record was on 2nd of April involving a pair with 5 ducklings.
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Shoveler Duck Anas clypeata

Primarily a winter visitor with the occasional bird present during the summer. At least 8 birds were present throughout the breeding season but no indications of breeding were noted.
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Pochard Aythya ferina

Primarily a winter visitor but present all year. Bred. A good breeding year with at least 5 broods hatched. The first breeding record was of a duck present with 10 ducklings on 6th June.
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Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

Primarily a winter visitor but present all year. Bred. A good breeding year with 6 broods hatched. The first breeding record was of a duck present with 7 ducklings on 1st July.
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Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis

Resident and winter visitor. Bred. 

A total of 8 broods were hatched with the first breeding record noted on 8th May.
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Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Resident. Possibly bred. 

Birds were present throughout the year. A single bird was seen to flush a small flock of Fieldfare on 15th January. A pair were noted on 31st March.

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Resident. Bred. 

A single pair almost certainly bred just off the reserve and were seen displaying over the Cricket Pitch during April.

Hobby Falco subbuteo

Summer visitor and passage migrant. Possibly bred. 

The first bird of the year was seen in flight over the reserve on 30th April. Single birds were regularly seen throughout the summer months with a max of 3 birds seen on 8th May. The last sighting for the year was a singleton on 27th September.

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

Resident. Possibly bred. 

Regularly seen on the reserve with at least 2 cock birds heard calling throughout April. A max of 4 birds were seen on 20th April.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

Primarily a winter visitor. Has bred before. 

Single birds were noted on 23rd January, 18th March and 24th October.
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Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Resident, bred. 

A good breeding year with at least 9 broods hatched. The first indication of breeding was of 4 broken eggs seen on the Long Hedge pathway on 22nd May. Winter counts were very high with a max of 79 birds seen on 19th December.
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Coot Fulica atra

Resident, bred. 

A very good breeding year with over 24 broods hatched. The first breeding record was of a pair with 2 young noted on the Club House Lake on 22nd April.
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Resident and winter visitor. 

Usually seen flying over the reserve during the winter months. Birds were present on the flooded field opposite the Club House from 10th May and remained until 23rd July where a max count of 150 birds was noted. A pair were seen displaying at Lynsters Farm on 14th April and may have attempted to breed.
Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant. 

The first sighting of the year was of 3 birds present on the flooded field opposite the Club House on the 8th January. A max count of 15 birds were noted here on 26th November.

Black‑tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

Passage migrant. A single bird was present on the flooded field opposite the Club House on the 3rd and 4th of August.

Curlew Numenius arquata

Passage migrant. A single bird was noted flying over the reserve heading north east on the 20th September.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Passage migrant and occasional winter visitor. 

The first bird for the year was noted on the flooded field opposite the Club House on the 23rd June. A single bird was present on the reserve in front of the Sanctuary Hide on the 30th July. A max count of 3 birds were noted on the 16th and 17th of September on the flooded field. The last record was of a single bird on the 27th September.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Passage migrant. 

Single birds were noted on the flooded field opposite the Club House on the 23rd June, 23rd of August and the 30th August.

Black‑headed Gull Larus ridibundus 

Primarily a winter visitor. 

Usually seen in flight over the reserve during the winter months. The first returning birds were noted on the 6th June. A max count of c200 birds were noted on the 17th August.

Common Gull Larus canus

Winter visitor. 

Single birds were noted flying over the reserve during the first winter period The first returning bird was seen on the 13th May. A max count of 4 birds were noted on the 19th December.

Lesser‑black‑backed Gull Larus fuscus

Winter visitor and passage migrant. 

Usually seen in flight over the reserve throughout the year. A max count of 6 birds were noted flying over the reserve heading south on the 4th April.

Herring Gull Larus argentatus

Winter visitor and passage migrant. 

Usually seen in flight over the reserve throughout the year. A single bird was noted on the reserve on 13th May.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Summer visitor. 

The first record of the year was of 2 birds flying over the reserve heading north on the 30th April. The introduction of the new Tern rafts did not persuade any birds to breed on the reserve this year. Encouragingly though on the 9th and 15th May 2 birds were noted investigating the rafts and on the 30th July a pair were noted feeding 2 juvs on the raft in front of the Shell Hide.

Feral Rock Dove Columba livia

Resident. Possibly bred. 

Present throughout the year at Lynsters Farm. On the 20th April a pair were noted displaying on the barn at Lynsters Farm.

Stock Dove Columba oenas

Resident, Bred. 

At least 2 pairs bred on the reserve using the nest boxes. A max count of 9 birds were seen on Alders in front of the Teal Hide on the 13th April. Larger numbers were noted feeding on the field at Lynsters Farm with max counts of 60 birds seen on 4th, 18th and 20th April.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus

Resident. Bred. 

Noted throughout the year with at least one pair breeding in the Long Hedge.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Resident. Possibly bred. 

Noted flying over the reserve throughout the year. A pair were seen displaying at the north end of the reserve and may have bred. Also noted at Lynsters Farm with a max count of 20 birds on 19th December.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Summer visitor. Possibly bred. 

The first record for the year was of a single bird present on the cricket practice nets on the Cricket Pitch on 17th April. The bird remained here until the 2nd May where it was last seen eating a worm. There were other sightings throughout the summer with the last bird noted on 6th June.

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Resident. Possibly bred. 

Has used the nest box to breed in previous years but not noted there this year. 2 birds were heard calling in the early hours of 14th May and 29th July.

Swift Apus apus
Summer visitor. 

The first birds were noted in flight over the reserve on 30th April. A max count of c200+ were seen feeding on insects over the reserve on 9th June.

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Resident. Has bred in previous years. 

A poor year in regard to previous years with no breeding recorded. Single birds were noted throughout the year.

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis

Resident, Bred. 

Recorded throughout the year with birds heard and seen during the breeding season. An immature bird was noted on the Cricket Pitch on 30th July.

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major

Resident, Probably bred. 

Recorded throughout the year and noted during the breeding season. A male bird was seen drumming on a Poplar at a probable nest site on 13th April.

Skylark Alauda arvensis

Resident at Woodoaks Farm with occasional birds seen flying over. 

A single record of 3 birds in flight over the north end of the reserve on 8th October.

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Summer visitor. 

The first record for the year was of 6 birds in flight heading south over the reserve on 13th March. A max count of 30 birds were noted feeding over the flooded field on 4th May.
Swallow Hirundo rustica

Summer visitor. 

The first returning bird was seen in flight over the Alder Plantation on 29th March. A max count of 20 birds were seen on 5th May and the last record for the year was of 2 birds over on the 7th October.

House Martin Delichon urbica

Summer visitor. 

The first returning birds, 11 in total, were noted on the 4th May. The last record of the year was a large gathering of c150 birds which were also the max count for the year.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

Summer visitor. 

The first returning bird was noted on the Cricket Pitch on the 19th April. Another bird was seen here between the 7th and 9th of May.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Resident. Possibly bred. 

A pair were present on the reserve throughout the breeding season and were noted collecting insects on the 3rd May. Single birds were also noted during both winter periods.

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba

Resident. Possibly bred. 

Present throughout the breeding season and possibly bred at the Sewage Treatment Works. A max count of 44 birds were seen on the Cricket Pitch on the 1 1th February and 13th April.

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Resident. Bred. 
A common species with birds present all months. On the 12th April a total of 14 singing male birds were noted.

Dunnock Prunella modularis
Resident. Bred. 
Regularly seen on the reserve. A total of 6 singing males were noted on the 13th April.
Robin Erithacus rubecula
Resident. Bred. 
A common species with 8 singing males noted on the 4th April. A pair were seen feeding a single juvenile at the north end of the reserve on the 23rd April.

Stonechat Saxicola torguata
Passage Migrant. 
A single record of a bird calling from the Long Hedge on 16th April.

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
Passage Migrant. 
A single bird was present on the Cricket Pitch on 24th March.

Blackbird Turdus merula
Resident. Bred. 
Present on the reserve all months. A total of 5 singing males were noted on the 12th April. On the 24th April a female was seen with food for young.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Winter visitor. 
During the first winter period a max count of 20 birds were seen on the 1 1th February. The first bird noted for the second winter period was on the 8th December.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Resident. Bred. 
Commonly seen on the reserve. A juvenile bird was present at the old feeding station on 6th June.

Redwing Turdus iliacus
Winter visitor. 
The first winter period produced max counts of 10 birds on 14th and 26th March. The first returning birds were noted on 8th October.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Resident and winter visitor. 
Single birds were noted during the first winter period. On 21st May 4 birds including 2 juveniles were seen feeding on the Cricket Pitch.
Sedge Warbler Locustella naevia
Summer visitor. Bred. 
The first record for the year was of a single male bird heard calling from the main reed bed on 13th April. On the 30th April 2 male birds were heard calling and remained on the reserve throughout the summer.

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Summer visitor. Bred. 
The first record for the year was of a singing male present in the main reed bed on 30th April. By the 1 st July 7 singing males were heard calling on the reserve.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
Summer visitor. Bred. 
The first bird of the year was noted calling on 25th April. On 15th May a total of 4 singing males were present on the reserve.

Whitethroat Sylvia communis
Summer visitor. Bred. 
The first bird of the year was a singing male present at the north end of the reserve. On the 8th May a singing male was present in trees on the flooded field and remained throughout the breeding season.

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Summer visitor. Bred. 
The first record of the year was a singing male on 1st April. By the 30th April 10 singing males were present on the reserve. The last record of the year was of a female bird seen on 20th October.

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
Summer visitor. Bred. 
The first singing bird of the year was heard on 3rd February but may have been an over wintering bird. By the 23rd April 6 birds were heard singing. The last record was of a singleton on 31st September.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Summer Visitor. Possibly bred. 
The first record of the year was of a male bird heard calling from trees above the Teal Hide on 12th April. By 26th April 2 birds were regularly heard singing.
Goldcrest Regulus regulus
Resident. Bred. 
Seen regularly on the reserve throughout the year.

Long‑tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus
Resident, Bred. 
A pair were seen feeding young at the nest on 4th May. By the 15th May all the young has successfully fledged. A max count of 35 birds were noted on 7th October.

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus
Resident, Bred. 
At least 3 pairs successfully raised young using the nest boxes in the Alder Plantation.

Great Tit Parus major
Resident, Bred. 
At least one pair successfully raised young using a nest box in the Alder plantation.

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Resident, Bred. 
A pair were seen collecting nest material on 25th March.

Jay Garrulus glandarius
Resident. Possibly bred. 
A pair were seen displaying near the Paddock on 18th April and were regularly seen throughout the breeding season.

Magpie Pica pica
Resident. Bred. 
A very common species at the reserve. A max count of 22 birds were seen on 20th December.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Occasionally recorded flying over the reserve. A record of 60 birds were noted at Lynsters Farm on 19th December.

Rook Corvus frugilegus
Occasionally recorded flying over the reserve mainly during the winter months.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Resident. Bred. 
At least one pair bred choosing to nest in the tall Alder trees behind the Foulkes Hide where a single bird was noted brooding eggs on April 13th.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Resident. Bred. 
A pair were first seen feeding young at Maple Lodge Close on 10th May. On 22nd May several pairs were noted with young on the Cricket Pitch. A max count of 40 birds were noted on 11th February.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Resident. Bred. 
A singing male bird was noted at the north end of the reserve on 13th April. Singing males were also noted at Maple Lodge Farm and Lynsters Farm during April.

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
Rare visitor. 
There was a single record of 3 birds seen in the Long Hedge on 4th March.

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Resident. Bred. 
A cock bird was seen with food for young on 22nd May. At Maple Lodge Close a pair successfully raised a single brood. A maximum count of c 100 birds were noted on Lynsters Farm on 5th December.
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
Resident. Bred. 
A displaying male was seen at the north end of the reserve from 9th April and remained until the end of the month at least. A maximum count of 5 birds were present at Maple Lodge Farm on 4th May.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Resident. Possibly Bred. 
A maximum count of 20 birds were seen feeding on the cricket pitch on three separate dates during April and 10 birds were seen on 30th March.
Siskin Carduelis spinus
Winter visitor. The first winter period produced a maximum count of 100 birds on 3rd February. The second winter period produced a maximum count of 50 birds on 20th December.

Linnet Carduelis cannabina
Resident. Possibly Bred. 
A maximum count of 12 birds were seen on 9th January. On Lynsters Farm a count of 8 birds were seen on 18th April.

Redpoll Carduelis flammea
Winter visitor. 
The first winter period produced single birds on 9th/23rd January and 1 st March. A max count of 2 birds were noted on 31 st December.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Resident. Possibly bred. 
A pair were first seen on 29th March in the Long Hedge and remained until at least May 16th.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Resident. Bred. 
Present throughout much of the year with at least 2 pairs breeding. A pair were seen entering a nest site near the main reed bed on 4th April and a male bird was seen with food for young on 9th June. A max count of 4 birds were seen on 29th April.

