
Maple Lodge Nature Reserve

Bird Report 2005

Introduction

Maple Lodge Conservation Society was founded in 1984 with the objective of ensuring that the existing reserve continued to provide a safe habitat for wildlife and a pleasant and interesting place for people to visit.

The Society has continued to develop and improve the Reserve with a careful management plan and in partnership with the owners, Thames Water. Our visitors enjoy watching wildlife, so volunteers from among our members have built a number of hides around the Reserve.

The hides allow visitors to enjoy the birds and animals without disturbance.

All our members are encouraged to become involved with conservation work at the Reserve. Our volunteer Conservation Officer runs regular work parties with tasks for all levels of effort. The work party is always pleased to see new recruits.

Members join various social events held in our Clubhouse.

Schools and youth groups are especially welcome to visit the reserve; the Society works with local schools, youth groups and the YOC.

The Society has a regular Open Weekend in May as part of the local Ricky week events.

Maple Lodge Nature Reserve is 40 acres of mixed habitat based around disused gravel workings. It is owned by Thames Water Utilities who lease it to the volunteer members of the Maple Lodge Conservation Society.

From the Clubhouse hide there is a view over the lake. During the winter the feeding site attracts a wide variety of birds and animals. A strategically placed perch provides the Kingfisher with a good fishing site.

The Plantation area has been replanted with native trees, such as Oak, Alder and Ash. The new trees replaced and old stand of Poplars, felled some years ago.

The Alder cones attract mixed flocks of Siskin, Blue and Great Tits and Redpoll.

The mature trees and hedges provide nest sites for many common birds.

The Paddock is carefully managed and is only cut twice a year. During the summer it is a haven for flowers, butterflies and warblers.

We have created a Wildflower Meadow in an area contained within a Rabbit proof fence. This area attracts large numbers of Insects and Butterflies including the wonderful Marbled White.
Two Lakes with varying cover support breeding wildfowl including Gadwall, Pochard, Little Grebe and Tufted Duck. If we do not keep the vegetation under control, the number of species on the reserve would decline. The lakes would eventually disappear under the willow scrub and reed mace and there would be no place for the waterfowl to live and breed.

The Long Hedge contains an interesting mixture of trees and shrubs; most of them have flowers to attract insects and butterflies, followed by berries for wintering birds. Replacement trees and shrubs must be planted when older specimens die or are felled by strong winds. The trees, shrubs and flowers must be native species and provide food for birds or insects. Nettles may be painful for people but they are valuable food plant for insects and caterpillars.

There are several hides, two with wheelchair access, around the reserve so that members and visitors can observe wildlife without disturbance. All the hides have been built and/or erected by volunteers from the Society who work hard to maintain the Reserve. Seats and benches are also sited around the Reserve so that visitors can pause and enjoy the peace and quiet.

Paul Lewis 2006.

Systematic List
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Resident. 

A disappointing year for this species as regards breeding. There was not a single record noted. This was almost certainly due to the very low water levels on the reserve throughout the breeding season. Maximum counts of 9 birds were recorded on April 6th, 8th and 11th.
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Great-crested Grebe Podiceps Cristatus
Resident. Bred.

A pair was first noted nest building near the Long Hedge Hide on the 9th April.

By the 18th April these birds were noted sitting tight on the nest but failed to raise any young. A second brood was later attempted with a single youngster first noted on the 14th July and was regularly seen until the 1st August. Due to the low water levels on the reserve at this time it is not known whether the juvenile bird survived.  

On Lynsters Gravel Pit at least 2 pairs successfully raised young and were regularly observed from Lynsters Hide.     
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Cormorant phalacrocorax carbo

Primarily a winter visitor with juvenile and non-breeding birds present throughout the summer. 

A French colour ringed bird originating from the tree nesting colony near Nantes was noted at the Clubhouse Lake on the 2nd, 16th and 30th of April.  

Maximum counts of 4 birds were noted at the Clubhouse Lake on the 2nd and 30th April.
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Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Resident.

Regularly seen on the reserve throughout the year with a maximum count of 11 from the Shell Hide on the 31st May. This high count coincided with the drought at the reserve when many fish and small invertebrates were exposed in the diminishing water levels making fishing easy for these birds.    

Monthly Max


[image: image4.wmf]January 

February 

March 

April 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1 

1 

4 

5 

4 

2 

1 

2 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Resident. Bred.

A single pair was first observed nest building at the Clubhouse Lake on the 8th
April. Another pair was noted attempting to build a nest on the marsh in front of the Teal Hide on the 3rd May, this was later abandoned. On the 9th June the pair on the Clubhouse Lake were seen with a single cygnet and were noted regularly until the 11th July. Thereafter there was no sign of these birds and it is presumed they left the reserve for a wetter habitat.      

Monthly Max
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Greylag Goose Anser anser

Resident. Bred.

A total of 8 birds first visited the reserve on the 30th March. On the 1st April a single pair had nested on one of the Tern Rafts on the Clubhouse Lake with a single egg visible. By the 8th April 3 eggs had been laid but these were quickly abandoned. This may have been due to heavy shooting nearby at Lynsters Farm which persisted for a couple of days. On the 27th April a pair was noted from the Teal Hide present with 6 young. On the 13th May a total of 2 pairs were noted with goslings. At Lynsters Farm a total of 5 pairs with young were seen on the 13th May.  

Monthly Max - Maple Lodge Nature Reserve
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Monthly Max - Lynsters Farm
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis
Resident. Bred.

On the 6th May a pair was noted on the reserve with a brood of 4 goslings.

At Lynsters Farm at least 4 pairs bred with young first noted on the 30th April.

A maximum count of 6 birds was present at the reserve on the 5th January.

Monthly Max - Maple Lodge Nature Reserve
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Monthly Max - Lynsters Farm
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Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus

Uncommon resident.

On the 1st January 2 birds were noted on the Cricket Pitch adjacent the Clubhouse.

Maximum counts of 3 birds were present on the reserve on the 20th and 26th April.

Most records were of birds seen at Lynsters Farm with maximum counts of 5 noted on the 6th and 23rd April.  

Monthly Max - Maple Lodge Nature Reserve 
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Monthly Max - Lynsters Farm
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Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Uncommon visitor.

On the 20th May 2 birds arrived on the reserve and were viewed from the Shell Hide. On the 30th May a single bird was noted on the reserve.

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea

Very rare vagrant with most records relating to birds of captive origin.

A single bird was first noted at Lynsters Farm on the 16th March and was seen most days until the 8th April. This bird made a brief visit to the reserve on the 27th March and was viewed from the Shell Hide. Many observers now believe this bird to be a hybrid Egyptian Goose/Ruddy Shelduck as it was seen to have pinkish not black legs.  

Wigeon Anas penelope

Winter visitor.

The first bird to visit the reserve was noted on the 18th February. Later a single duck arrived on the reserve and was present from the 13th April to the 11th July. At Lynsters Farm large counts were logged with a maximum of 80 birds noted on the 14th April.

Monthly Max - Maple Lodge Nature Reserve
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Monthly Max - Lynsters Farm
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Gadwall Anas strepera

Primarily a winter visitor with birds present throughout much of the year. Bred. 

A maximum count of 50+ birds were noted on the 20th June. A duck was also seen with a brood of 3 ducklings on the same day and was the only breeding record for the year.

Monthly Max
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Teal Anas crecca

Primarily a winter visitor with the odd bird or two present during the summer. 

Birds were present on the reserve year round with a maximum count of 100 noted on the 17th December. With water levels low on the reserve this habitat has proved ideal for this small dabbling duck.

Monthly Max
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Garganey Anas querquedula

Primarily a summer visitor.

A single duck was noted from the Long Hedge Hide on the 31st May and was the only record logged. 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos

Resident. Bred.

Another species of dabbling duck that seems to have relished the low water levels on the reserve this year. A brood of 9 ducklings was the first breeding record noted on the 13th April. At least 16 broods were hatched with many of these reaching adulthood. A maximum count of 33 was noted on the 16th April.

Monthly Max
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Shoveler Duck Anas clypeata

Primarily a winter visitor with the occasional bird present during the summer.

This species was noted throughout the year and was present on the reserve most days. Maximum counts of 17 birds were seen on the reserve on the 14th April and 23rd November. 

Monthly Max
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Pochard Aythya ferina

Primarily a winter visitor but present all year. 

Another disappointing year with no breeding records logged. A maximum count of 12 birds was noted on the 6th March.  

Monthly Max
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Red-crested Pochard Aythya rufina

Rare visitor with most birds originating from feral populations or captivity. Bred.

The first record for the year was a duck noted on the reserve on the 30th January. On the 22nd April a duck was present on Lynsters Gravel Pit and was later joined by a drake on the 9th May. On the 20th May a duck was noted on the reserve with a newly hatched brood of 5 ducklings. These were regularly seen throughout June but by the 30th of the month only a single duckling remained and this was the last sighting noted. This was  the first time that this species had attempted to breed at the reserve and hopefully will be more successful next year.    

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

Primarily a winter visitor but present all year. 

Another species that was affected by the low water levels on the reserve with no breeding recorded. A maximum count of 32 birds was noted on the 11th March. 

Monthly Max
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Smew Mergellus albellus

Winter visitor.

A female bird was first noted on Lynsters Gravel Pit and viewed from Lynsters Hide on the 23rd November. The following day a pair was noted and was regularly seen up until the 26th November. The next sighting was when a pair returned on the 27th December and was later joined by another male on the 30th.

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis

Resident and winter visitor. 

The first record for the year was noted on the 30th March when 2 birds were seen.

Throughout April and May 3 birds were regularly seen on the reserve with the last record of a single bird noted on the 2nd July.

Monthly Max
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Red Kite Milvus milvus

Uncommon visitor.

Since the reintroduction programme at Stokenchurch there has been a marked increase in sightings of this species in the area in recent years.

On April 21st a single bird was noted in flight above Lynsters Farm and was viewed from Lynsters Hide. The following day another bird was noted in flight above the western edge of the reserve. It was another four months before the final sighting of the year, a singleton in flight above the Clubhouse, was seen on the 13th August.

Buzzard Buteo buteo

Resident.

This species has expanded its range in recent years with breeding populations now very close to the reserve.

The first record of the year was noted on the 20th February when a single bird was noted soaring above Lynsters Farm. A maximum of 2 birds were seen in flight above the reserve on the 2nd April. On the 30th April a single bird was again noted above the reserve and was the last sighting for the year.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Resident. Possibly bred.

Birds were regularly seen throughout the year and possibly bred on or near the reserve. On the 26th June an adult bird was seen trying to pick off a juvenile Lapwing from the marsh in front of the Shell Hide.  

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Resident. Possibly bred.

Present throughout the year with birds noted most days. May have bred on the derelict brick building opposite the Clubhouse.

Hobby Falco subbuteo

Summer visitor and passage migrant. Possibly bred.

The first record for the year was logged on the 2nd May when 2 birds were noted above Lynsters Farm. Thereafter regularly seen throughout the breeding season above the reserve and Lynsters Farm and possibly bred nearby. A maximum count of some 16 birds were noted on the 15th May which were all hunting flying insects above Lynsters G.P. This incredible number of birds were all viewed from Lynsters Hide. 

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

Resident. Possibly bred.

A common species regularly seen on the reserve most days. A maximum count of 5 birds was present at the Alder Plantation on the 23rd November.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

Primarily a winter visitor although has bred on the reserve on previous years. 

On the 22nd February the first bird for the year was seen. Thereafter single birds were intermittently noted with a maximum of 2 on the 7th March. The second winter period produced a single bird on the 18th December.

Monthly Max
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Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Resident. 

A disappointing year for this species with no breeding records logged. Regularly seen throughout the year with a maximum count of 43 birds noted at the reserve on the 14th March. 

Monthly Max

[image: image22.wmf]January 

February 

March 

April 

September 

October 

November 

December 

39 

41 

43 

30 

14 

28 

30 

33 


Coot Fulica atra

Resident. Bred.

A common species at the reserve with a maximum count of 50 birds noted on the 30th April. On the 13th May 2 pairs were noted with newly hatched young and later another brood was seen in front of the Clubhouse on the 26th May.

Compared to previous years breeding records were well down due mainly to low water levels on the reserve.

Monthly Max
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Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Summer visitor and passage migrant. Bred.

On the 22nd April a single bird was seen in front of the Rotunda Hide and was joined by another the following day. Birds were then regularly seen throughout the summer with a maximum count of 5 noted on the 16th June. At Maple Lodge Close, north of the reserve, a pair were noted with 2 newly hatched young on waste ground on the 26th June. These were regularly seen until the 10th July when it is presumed the young finally fledged. During the hottest of days the adult birds were seen bringing water to the young to cool them down. Of interest these young birds were heard calling throughout the night and escaped the clutches of the resident cats on more than one occasion.

Golden Plover Pluvialis equatorial

On the 9th January c400 were noted in flight above the north end of the reserve. These were the same birds that had been frequenting the fields at Woodoaks Farm.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Resident, winter and summer visitor. Bred.

On the 9th January c200 were seen in flight above the north end of the reserve with 44 noted in flight over the Long Hedge on the 18th February. The first birds to visit the reserve were seen on the 13th June when 15 were noted. On the 20th June a pair was first noted with a single hatchling and these remained until the 31st August when it is believed the juvenile finally fledged. On the 26th June a Sparrowhawk attempted to pick off the juvenile bird but it failed to do so.       

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Rare passage migrant.

On the 8th May 2 birds were noted feeding on the marsh in front of the Shell Hide and remained throughout much of the day.

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

A single bird was first noted from the Teal Hide on the 3rd March present on exposed mud in front of the main stand of Phragmites. Thereafter seen most days up to the 16th March when the last sighting was logged. 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant.

The first sighting for the year was made on the 3rd February when a single bird was noted from the Rotunda Hide. Thereafter regularly seen throughout much of the first winter period from the Rotunda and Sanctuary Hides. A maximum count of 10 was seen on the 23rd March. The first returning bird noted during the second winter period was seen on the 20th September with a maximum of 4 on the 12th October.   

Monthly Max
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Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Passage migrant and occasional winter visitor.

Spring migration was first observed on the 17th February when a singleton was noted flying into the Reserve. Thereafter this bird was regularly seen throughout the remainder of the month and was joined by another on the 19th March. By the 26th March a total of 4 birds were now present at the reserve with a single bird remaining to the 21st April. Return migration was first noted on the 3rd July when a single bird visited the reserve. From the 21st to the 30th July 2 birds were regularly noted and were joined by a third the following day. A maximum of 5 were noted on the 13th August with birds remaining up to the 9th October when the last was seen.         

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Passage migrant.

Spring migration was first observed on the 20th February when a single bird visited the reserve. Thereafter single birds were again seen on the 27th February, 4th March and 30th April when the latter was noted from the Shell Hide. Return migration was first observed on the 13th August when a single bird visited the reserve. Throughout the first part of September single birds were regularly noted with the last sighting logged on the 16th September.

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus

Primarily a winter visitor.

Regularly seen at the reserve during the winter periods with many noted around the Sewage Treatment Works. On the 9th January 100+ birds were seen in flight above the reserve. On the 9th October 31 were noted roosting on the Cricket Pitch.

Common Gull Larus canus

Winter visitor.

Usually noted in flight above or over the reserve and at the Sewage Treatment Works. Single birds were irregularly seen in flight over the reserve with a maximum of 2 noted on the 18th February. 

Lesser-black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

Winter visitor and passage migrant.

Usually seen in flight overhead during the winter months with birds moving between roost sites located on gravel pits to the north and south of the reserve. On the 16th April 8 birds were noted above the reserve. 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus

Winter visitor and passage migrant.

Single birds were noted in flight over the reserve throughout the winter months while commuting between roost sites to the north and south. On the 7th January 2 birds were viewed above the reserve. On the 6th March a bird showing characteristics of the sub-species L.a.cachinnans (Caspian Gull), was noted on Lynsters Farm.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Summer visitor. Bred.

The first returning birds were noted on the 6th April when 3 put in a brief appearance above the Paddock. On the 21st April a singleton was noted on the raft in front of the Shell Hide and the following day numbers had risen to 3 birds. By the 1st May 3 pairs had taken up residence on this raft and on the 16th June the first young were noted. By the 26th June all young had disappeared from the raft and due to the low water levels may have been taken by a Fox. On the 8th May a maximum count of 15 birds were noted feeding on flying insects above Lynsters G.P, viewed from Lynsters Hide.   

Feral Rock Dove Columba livia 

Resident. Possibly bred.

Birds were regularly seen in small numbers on the barns at Lynsters Farm and possibly bred there. On the 2nd April 3 birds put in a brief appearance above the reserve.

Stock Dove Columba oenas

Resident. Bred.

Regularly seen at the reserve with birds remaining throughout the breeding season. A maximum count of 8 was noted on the 1st May. At Lynsters Farm large numbers were noted with counts of 120 birds viewed on the 13th March and 22nd April. 

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus

Resident. Probably bred.

A common species seen regularly on the reserve with birds present throughout the breeding season. On the 16th April 20 were seen feeding on the Cricket Pitch with a maximum count of 25 noted there on the 9th October.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Resident. Bred.

Regularly seen throughout the year at the north end of the reserve with at least one pair breeding at Maple Lodge Farm. 

Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri

Uncommon resident.

A single bird was briefly seen at the Alder Plantation on the 1st May. Another was noted in the trees above the Feeding Station on the 27th May. 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Summer visitor. Possibly bred.

On the evening of the 19th April a single bird was noted in flight calling as it went and was the first sighting of the year. Thereafter birds were regularly seen and heard throughout the breeding season. The last confirmed sighting was made on the 15th June.

Barn Owl Tyto alba

Resident. Bred.

The first sighting of the year was made on the 19th April when a single bird was seen flying around the nest box above the Flower Meadow. Shortly after a pair were noted inside the nest box and were regularly seen most days. On the 20th June at least 2 young were observed inside the nest box confirming breeding had taken place. Unfortunately on the 21st July a juvenile bird was found stuck in the mud on the marsh in front of the Shell Hide and was rescued. The bird was taken into care where it initially responded well but sadly died some time later. The last sighting of the year was made on the 9th October when an adult bird was noted inside the nest box.

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Resident. Bred.

On the evening of the 2nd May an adult bird was noted with a well grown juvenile in trees above the old feeding station. These birds were again seen on the 8th May with the last record for the year, a single adult, noted on the 26th June.

Swift Apus apus

Summer visitor.

The first returning bird was seen flying above the Clubhouse on the 24th April.

Maximum counts of 100+ birds were noted above the reserve on the 3rd & 24th May.

The last sighting was made on the 16th June when 50+ birds were noted above the reserve.

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Resident. 

Although a pair were present at the reserve throughout the breeding season it is doubtful whether breeding took place.

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Resident. Probably bred.

Regularly seen at the reserve and probably bred in Alders adjacent the Teal Hide.

On the 6th April 2 birds were noted feeding on the Cricket Pitch.

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major
Resident. Bred.

Regularly seen at the reserve with birds observed most days. On the 24th May a pair was seen feeding young at the nest in Alders adjacent the Teal Hide. On the 9th April a total of 4 birds were noted on the reserve.

Lesser spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor

Uncommon resident. Bred.

Less common than its larger cousins, this Sparrow sized Woodpecker is very elusive and difficult to find on the reserve. 

A very good year for this species with 16 records logged. On the 30th January a male bird was observed and was the first sighting of the year. Thereafter regularly seen with a pair noted with young near the Shell Hide on the 23rd June.  

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Summer visitor. 

The first returning bird was observed above the reserve on the 30th April with maximum counts of 2 noted on the 30th May and 11th September, the latter being the last record for the year. 

Swallow Hirundo rustica

Summer visitor.

The first returning birds were observed on the 28th April when 7 were noted over the reserve. A maximum count of 10 was seen above the reserve on the 28th April.

On the 9th June a pair was seen collecting mud from the marsh. The last sighting of the year was noted on the 30th September when a single bird passed over the reserve.  

House Martin Delichon urbica

Summer visitor.

Spring passage was first observed on the 24th April when 4 birds were noted above the reserve. Autumn passage produced a maximum count of c200 birds on the 30th September and this was the last sighting logged for the year.  

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Occasional visitor.

A few pairs breed locally at Woodoaks Farm with the odd bird or two usually seen in flight above the reserve. On the 11th February 5 birds were noted on Lynsters Farm from Lynsters Hide. On the 3rd September a single bird was present on the Cricket Pitch. The final sighting of the year was noted on the 17th November when 3 were on Lynsters Farm viewed from Lynsters Hide.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

Summer visitor.

Spring migration produced a single bird on the 31st May viewed from the Long Hedge. Return migration produced another singleton this time on Lynsters Farm viewed from Lynsters Hide. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Resident. Possibly bred.

The first sighting for the year was noted on the 21st March when a singleton was seen. Thereafter single birds were regularly noted on the reserve with a maximum of 4 viewed from the Sluice Hide on the 4th June. The last sighting for the year was logged on the 30th September when 2 birds were seen. 

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba

Resident.

Single birds were regularly noted in flight above the reserve or on the Cricket Pitch.

At Lynsters Farm larger numbers were recorded with a maximum count of 7 birds noted on the 18th February.

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Resident. Bred.

A common species at the reserve with birds usually seen most days.

On the 25th April a total of 11 male birds were noted displaying indicating a strong breeding population.

Dunnock Prunella modularis

Resident. Bred.

Regularly seen at the reserve most days with many sightings noted throughout the year. On the 16th April at least 3 displaying male birds were noted. 

Robin Erithacus rubecula

Resident. Bred.

Another common species seen most days at the reserve.

On the 14th April a total of 5 displaying male birds were noted on the reserve. On the 14th May a juvenile bird was seen near the Alder Plantation.

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos

Rare summer visitor, passage migrant.

On the 28th & 29th May a single bird was noted in the Long Hedge.

Blackbird Turdus merula

Resident. Bred.

Regularly seen at the reserve most days with birds noted throughout the breeding season. Almost certainly bred.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Winter visitor.

Regularly noted throughout both winter periods with a maximum of 80+ birds seen on the 5th January. On the 18th February 25 birds were noted at the Paddock. The last sighting for the year was logged on the 25th November when 5 birds were flushed from the Long Hedge.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

Resident. Bred.

Considering the countrywide decline in recent years of this species birds at the reserve seem to be doing very well. Regularly seen most days. On the 31st May a pair was noted feeding recently fledged young at the Alder Plantation. 

Redwing Turdus iliacus

Winter visitor.

The first winter period produced many sightings at the reserve with a maximum count of 100+ noted on the 6th March. On the 10th March 41 birds were noted feeding on the Cricket Pitch. The last sighting for the year, and only record for the second winter period, was logged on the 6th December when a singleton was seen in flight above the reserve. 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus

Resident and winter visitor. Bred.

The first sighting for the year was logged on the 2nd April when a single bird was seen. On the 16th April a pair was noted collecting food for young on the field at Lynsters Farm and were viewed from Lynsters Hide. On the 15th May a maximum count of 3 birds were noted on the reserve. 

Sedge Warbler Locustella naevia

Summer visitor. Bred.

A male bird noted singing on the field adjacent the Clubhouse was the first record for the year. On the 25th April 2 birds were heard singing from the Long Hedge with a further 2 birds heard singing from the field adjacent the Clubhouse. On the 18th June a single bird was noted on the reserve and was the last record logged for the year. 

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Summer visitor. Bred.

On the 25th April a male bird was heard calling from the Phragmites Reed bed and was the first record logged for the year. Thereafter regularly noted and present throughout the breeding season. On the 18th June a single bird was noted and was the last record logged for the year.

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca

Summer Visitor. Possibly bred.

On the 8th May a displaying male was noted from the Shell Hide and was the first record for the year. From the 14th to the 20th August a single bird was regularly seen in the Long Hedge.

Whitethroat Sylvia communis

Summer Visitor.

The only record logged was of a displaying male bird noted on the reserve on the 31st May.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

Summer visitor. Probably bred.

A displaying male was noted at the Long Hedge on the 7th April and was the first record for the year. Thereafter regularly seen on the reserve with maximum counts of 5 displaying birds logged on the 3rd & 12th May. The Last record for the year was noted when 3 birds were seen in the Long Hedge on the 23rd June.  

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Summer visitor. Probably bred.

On the 28th March a single male bird was noted on the reserve and was the first record for the year. By the 3rd April numbers had risen to 4 including a female bird. Thereafter regularly seen with a maximum count of 9 birds noted on the 1st May.

On the 16th September a male bird was noted at the Paddock and was the last sighting of the year.

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

Summer and winter visitor. Probably bred.

On the 16th January a single wintering bird was noted on the reserve and remained until the end of the month. The first summer migrants returned on the 23rd March when a total of 4 singing birds were noted. Thereafter regularly seen on the reserve with birds remaining throughout the breeding season. Autumn passage was first observed on the 16th September when an impressive number of some 16 birds were noted feeding on insects at the Long Hedge. On the 22nd September a single bird noted on the reserve was the last sighting of the year.    

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Summer visitor. Possibly bred.

On the 25th March a single displaying male bird was the first record logged for the year. By the 17th April numbers had risen to 6 with displaying birds remaining to at least the 2nd May when 2 birds were noted. Incredibly there were no records logged during autumn passage.  

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Resident. Bred.

A very common species at the reserve with birds noted most days and present throughout the breeding season. On the 24th January a maximum count of some 6 displaying birds were noted.

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor.

On the 9th January a single bird was observed from the Shell Hide and was the first record for the year. The following day 2 birds were noted feeding with a mixed Tit flock in the Long Hedge. Thereafter noted most days with birds remaining at the Long Hedge throughout January, February and well into March with the last record of a singleton logged on the 21st March.   

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

Uncommon passage migrant and summer visitor.

On the 28th May a single bird was noted catching insects in the Alder Plantation and this remained until the 5th June.  

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

Resident. Bred.

A common species at the reserve with birds noted most days. On the 15th May a pair was seen feeding recently fledged young at the Long Hedge. A maximum count of 7 was noted at the Long Hedge on the 11th September.

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus

Resident. Bred.

A common species regularly seen at the reserve. On the 7th January 4 birds seen at the Clubhouse feeding station. At least one pair bred using a nest box located in the Alder Plantation.

Great Tit Parus major

Resident. Bred.

Another common species regularly seen at the reserve. On the 7th January 8 birds were noted at the Clubhouse feeding station. On the 24th May a pair were seen feeding young from a nest box located in the Paddock.  

Nuthatch Sitta europaea

Uncommon visitor.

A singleton briefly visited the reserve on the 3rd April and was the only record logged for the year.

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris

Resident. Probably bred.

This shy timid species can be difficult to find on the reserve but once you can identify its call it can be located most days. On the 3rd April 3 birds were seen in the Alder Plantation.  

Jay Garrulus glandarius

Resident. Probably bred.

Regularly occurring on the reserve with birds noted most days. A pair were noted at the Paddock throughout the breeding season and probably bred.

Magpie Pica pica

Resident. Bred.

A common species noted most days on the reserve and at Lynsters Farm. On the 20th January a maximum count of 20 were noted from the Shell Hide. On the 16th September 17 were present on Lynsters Farm and were viewed from Lynsters Hide.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula

Resident. 

Occasionally recorded flying over the reserve with large numbers noted on Lynsters Farm. On the 1st May 4 birds were noted in flight above the reserve. At Lynsters Farm counts of 100 + birds were regularly recorded throughout the year with a maximum of c200 noted on the 23rd November.

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Resident.

Occasionally recorded flying over the reserve mainly during the winter months.  

Recently birds have begun to appear at Lynsters Farm among the Jackdaw flock with a maximum of 10 noted on the 17th November. On the 2nd April 2 were seen in flight above the Paddock. 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Resident. Bred.

A common species with birds regularly seen on the reserve and Lynsters Farm.

At least one pair bred at the north end of the reserve. 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Resident. Bred.

A common species noted regularly at the north end of the reserve.

On the 22nd April a bird was seen leaving a nest site in the paddock and by the 5th May was noted feeding young. Another pair was also noted feeding young at a nest site in the Alder Plantation. A maximum count of 45 was observed feeding on the Cricket Pitch on the 14th May.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Resident. Bred.

Regularly seen at the north end of the reserve in the vicinity of Maple Lodge Farm.

On the 18th February 2 pairs were noted displaying at Maple Lodge Farm. At Maple Lodge Close an incredible 22 displaying males were noted in the Beech Hedge on the 30th April. 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs

Resident. Bred.

Regularly seen on the reserve and at Lynsters Farm.

On the 18th February 18 birds were noted on the reserve in the vicinity of the Long Hedge. On the 25th April 4 displaying males were observed on the reserve with breeding almost certainly taken place. During the second winter period large numbers were regularly recorded at Lynsters Farm with 100+ observed on the 23rd November.

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris

Resident. Bred.

Birds were regularly observed at the north end of the reserve with breeding confirmed at Maple Lodge Close.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

Resident. Possibly bred.

During the first winter period birds were regularly observed at the Alder Plantation with a maximum count of 20 noted on the 6th March. At least one pair remained on the reserve throughout the breeding season and possibly bred.

Siskin Carduelis spinus
Winter visitor.

The first winter period produced a single record of 3 birds present at the Alder Plantation on the 13th March. Returning birds were recorded on the 3rd October when c30 were noted at the Alder Plantation. Thereafter the second winter period proved more productive with counts of 50+ regularly recorded. On the 27th December a maximum count of 100+ were noted feeding at the Alder Plantation.

Linnet Carduelis cannabina

Uncommon resident.

The first winter period produced a few sighting on Lynsters Farm with 6 noted on the 7th January viewed from Lynsters Hide. Numbers had increased by the beginning of March with counts of 7 and 19 recorded on the 6th & 7th March.   

Redpoll Carduelis flammea

Winter visitor.

The first winter period produced just a single record when a singleton was noted in a Silver Birch near the Cricket Pitch. Throughout the second winter period 2 birds were regularly seen at the Alder Plantation between the 17th November and 30th December.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula

Resident. Probably bred.

Regularly recorded in the vicinity of the Long Hedge with the first record logged on the 3rd January when 3 birds were seen. By the 23rd January numbers had risen to 5 with at least one pair remaining throughout the breeding season and probably bred. On the 30th December 3 were again noted in the Long Hedge.  

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

Resident. Bred.

At least 2 pairs were regularly noted at the Phragmites Reed bed throughout the breeding season and almost certainly bred.  
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